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the same results, as may be witnessed at his public "seances,"
or confenences, as he pleased to call them, to give them more
the character uf scientific meetings. He even goes furtherthao
Drs. Charcot aud Damontpallier, and pretends to hive the
power of paralysing or rendering insensible during the mag-
netic state the special senses, the nerves, muscles, the different
organs, either singly or in groups, without having himself
the slightest notion of anaromy or phyaiology. In other

words, he professes to paralyse functions, and not organs,
which, he says, is quite another phase of this new form of
animal magnetism. So it is with a vengeance ; and if any-
one will unravel this very unphysiological and withal in-
comprehensible problem, he will deserve well of humanity ;
as M. Donato, like his more learned rivals, tells his audience :
"J’ai montre les faits, je ne peux pas les expliquer." M.
Donato-who, by the way, is a Frenchman, and not an
Italian, as his name, which is only an assumed one, would
lead one to suppose-objects to the term hypnotism, or sleep,
as a person "hypnotised" has neither the expression, the
behaviour, the physiognomy, the movements, nor the
general aspect of a person in a normal condition ; and, for
want of a better term, he calls it "l’&eacute;tat magnetique."

AIX LES BAINS, SAVOY.
(From our Roving Correspondent.)

FRANCE, according to that eminent balneologist, Dr.
onstantin James, contains within its borders a richer and

more varied supply of mineral springs and hydrotherapic
health-resorts than any other country in Europe. Not the
least imorta.nt and valuable of these, although at the same
time it is the most recent acquisition, is Aix les Bains,
which just now is in the high tide of popular favour not
only in France but also in England and other European
States, by that numerous and ever-widening circle of health-
and pleasure-seekers, who are to be met with in such
localities. How much the reputation of Aix is due to its

sulphur springs, and how much to its charming situation,
to its excellent hotels and public gardens, and to the plea-
sant, cheery life and amusing manners and ways of the
French people of the district, it would be difficult to aay.
This, h,)wever, is indisputable, that excellent therapeutic
results are obtained from a residence at Aix in a variety of
chronic ailments, especially those of a rheumatic and gouty
nature, and that few people are to be found who have once
visited Aix either as patients or pleasure-seekers who would
not gladly pay it a second or third visit. Toe waters spriog
from the earth at a temperature of 113&deg; F., and are rich
in sulphates of soda, magnesia, and alumina, fluoride of cal-
cium, and carbonate of lime, with much free carbonic acid and
nitrogen. The hot baths and douches and the subsequent iham-
pooing, which is admirably carried out, tend to accelerate the
cireulat ion and to incite to activity the latent forces of the body.
Th...yare therefore useful in chronic joint affections, sciatica,
secondary syphilis, and in lymphatic and glandular enlarge-
ments in those of a strumous habit. In addition to the
exciting or stimulating effects derived from the hot bath
and douche medication there is a tonic or sedative method
of treatment, which consists in the use of lukewarm baths
and douches, by inhalation of sulphurous gas, and by
drinking the sulphurous water. The piscines in which the
patients bathe will accommodate from twenty to forty
persons; there is no swaddling after it. A sedan chair is
not require d to take you back to your hotel, but you are
quickly dried with warm towels by an attendant, and then
allowed to walk home. This system is suited to cases
of bronchitis and tuberculogis of the lungs in an early
stage, as well as to rheumatic, to scaly and papular skin
diseases, such as psoriasis and lichen.
The establishment is one of the handsomest in Europe,

and contains twenty-five spacious rooms for the douche’1,
thirty-two private bath-rooms, four large piscines or swim.
ming-baths, besides numerous apartments in which inhata-
tion, "douche de siege," "douche en cercle," and other
local baths are carried out; while in the basement are also
small chambers where the heat and sulphurous fumes are so
overpowering that they are well called "douche d’enfer."
The supply of water is computed at a million gallons a day,
and 1200 baths, 2000 douches, and 200 inhalations are

" administered daily during the season, which lasts from the
e beginning of May to the middle of October. Numerous
a physicians of eminence may be consulted at the establish-
e meat, or at their own chambers, and without their instruc-

tions no one should submit himself to a course of
t baths.
f The therapeutic value of the waters of Aix is best seen in
r rheumatism, arthritis or osteo-arthritis, and in muscular
;, pains or in sciatica. In su&deg;.h cases Dr. Garrod recommends
,f Aix in preference to Turkish bathi; and Dr. Robert Adams,
- in his treatise on rheumatic guut, also speaks highly in its
- favour. Dr. Garrod says, "I have seen numerous cases of
; rheumatoid arthritis, in its earlier stage, most signally
: befieiited by this treatment (waters of Aix, Marlioz, or

. Challes), and in several the disease seemed to have been
i entirely arrested. The treatment is also peculiarly valuable
1 when there has been any skin complication-e.g., eczema.
, or psoriasis. Sir Dominic Corrigan came to Aix in 1875 to

be cured of some gouty stiffness and puffiness in the joints
of the lower extremity, and, in writing to Dr. Bertin, in

r April, 1876, to introduce another patient, he says, "Thanks
to you and Aix les Bains, I am now quite well." The works
of Dr. Bertin, Brachet, and Cazalis will give ample infor-
mation as to the special effects of using sulphur baths and
of drinking the mineral waters of Aix.

In the immediate vicinity of Aix are two other sulphur
springs, Marlioz and Challes, each of which has special
merits and deserves notice. Marlioz has water highly
charged with sulphur and soda, and also slightly with iodine
and bromine. It is nearly a mile from Aix, and stands in a.
handsome park. The water issues at 57&deg; F., and at the rate
of 1400 gallons a day. There is a fine pump room, two in-
halation room’!, nine private hath rooms, a cold douche, two
ascending douches, &c. Challes is three miles from Cham-
bery. The temperature of the water is 53&deg; F. It is 935

. 
feet above sea-level, and its springs are very rich in sul-

, 

phide of sodium. Aix is fourteen hours from Paris, on

the direct railway to Turin, there being two express trains
a day. It was celebrated in the time of Domitian, in whose
day the Roman arch (Arch of Campanus) now standing in
front of the bathing establishment was probably erected.

Iri 1784 Victor Amadeus III. sojourned at Aix, and about
that date the thermal establishment was commenced, but
its great develpment dates from the time when Savoy was
handed over to France, after the battle of Solferino. The
Government has erected a hospital for poor bathers, and
has also provided the town with a fine park. Aix is
prettily situated at the base of Mount Revard, 850 feet above
sea-level, and is one mile from the picturesque lake Bourget.
Its hotels are large and commodious. There is a rine

assembly and also a reading-room, in which all the leading
European papers are to be found. Many excellent excur-
sions can be made on the lake, as to Haute Combe at the
foot of the Dent du Chat, where are the tombs of the princes
of Savoy. Those who can spare the time should visit the
lake of Annecy, the Gorge de Fier, the monastery of the
Grande Chartreuse, and make the ascent of the Seinnoz or
Higi of Savoy, by each and all of which they will be amply
repaid.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.

IN the House of Commons, on Friday, July 21st, a petition
was presented from the South-Eastern Branch of the British
Medical Association, praving for redress of the grievances
of militia surgeons. On the motion of Mr. Round, a return
was ordered of the number and cost of pauper lunatics in
county and borough asylums in the three kingdoms. On
Saturday and Monday further petitions were presented re
the grievances of militia surgeons. The Union Officers’
Superannuation (Ireland) Bill was read a second time on
Saturday. On Monday, the twenty-fourth report of the
Board of Superintendence of Dublin Hospitals was presented.

Ventilation of the Houses of Parliament.
On Tuesday, Mr. O’Shea asked the First Commissioner of

Works whether c mplaints had reached him of defective
ventilation and noxious exhalations in and about the House ;
and, if so, whether he would have the nuisance abated.

Mr. Shaw Lefevre read a report which he had received
from Dr. Percy. The latter stated that during the seventeen
years he had had charge of the ventilation of the Houses of
Parliament many cjmptaiats had been made of unpleasant
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smells. In every case he found thev were caused by con-
tamination of the air outside, sometimes at a considerable
’ distance from the House, the wind blowing the contaminated
; air in the direc’ion of the building. It was not possible to
prevent such smells in the H.use when the air ont-ide was
so impregnated. Some of the unpleasantnes-s lately had
arisen from the tar which the wood pavement in the
neighbouring thoroughfares was covered. No sewage gas
could possibly escape from the drains under the building, as
they were exhausted, and the gas allowed to escape at the
top of the tower. The Chairman of Committee, who was a
scientific man, and, as he himself said, peculiarly sensitive
to smells, informed him that he thought on the whole the
ventilation of the House within the past few months had
been maintained exceptionally well. 

’

Belfast Worlkhouse. ,

On Wednesday, Mr. Biggar gave notice of a series of
questions imputing grave neglect of duty to the master of the
Belfast workhouse, who it was alleged had refused admis-
sion late at night to three persons bearing orders marked
"urgent," and they were found by the police lying at the
workhouse gate. It was stated that one of the three was
an old man, seventy years of age, who was sunering from
a severe attack of haemorrhage; and another was an old
woman of sixty-seven. It appeared that comp’aint had been
made of previous cases, and also that the guarriians had
approved the conduct of the master; and Mr. Biggar in.
tends to ask, if these allegations are true, what steps will be
taken by the Local Goverument Board.

Carlow Workhozsse.
Mr. A. O’Connor put upon the paper three questions with

regard to this wotkhouse. They refer mainly to the conduct
of the chairman of the board of guardians, who is accused of
having acted without the authority of the board in orderingadditional works connected with the workhouse and in-
firmary ; but the third question is as follows: " Whether,
Dr. Rawson, the medical officer, who also attends the
soldiers stationed at Carluw, has on several occasions intro-
duced into the workhouse for treatment soldiers suffering
from loathsome skin aud other affections ; and if so, whether
the Chief Secretary intends to take any notice of the

practice. "
Vaccination Questions.

On Thursday, Mr. P. A. Taylor inquired of the Home
Secretary whether it was true that Mr. James Burman, of
Derby, who had been sentenced to seven days’ imprison-
ment for refusing to have his child vaccinated, was compelled
to sleep on a plank bed, was refused sufficient clothing by
day to prevent his sufferiog from cold, and was compelled to’
pick oakum, although hard labour was not a part of the
sentence.-Sir W. Harcourt said he had inquired into the
case, and found that nothing was done which was not in
strict accordance with the prison rules.
Mr. Tavlor also asked the President of the Local Govern-

ment B_>ard whether he had received any report in reference
to the vaccination fatality at Norwich, and, if so, whether he
proposed to have it printed; whether he had ascertained the
description of lymph used upon the occasion; and whether
he had forbidden the use in future of similar lymph.-Mr.
Dodson said he had not yet received the report of the in-
spector, and therefore was unable to give the hon. member
the information he asked for.

Tlae Expedition to Egypt.
In the debate on the vote of credit, Mr. Childers stated

that the sanitary arrangements for the expedition had been
very carefully studied. Whilst extravagance was to be
avoided, there could be no worse form of penury thau starving
those arrangements. Eight field hospitals were being estab-
lished, and two hospital ships, and two large ho=pital
depots. A very large staff of doctors was being sent out,
with 800 men of the Army Hospital Corps. Every pre-
caution was being taken to preserve the soldiers from
ophthalmia, and a body of nurses was being sent for service,
not only in the hospirals and depots, but also in the field.
Every arrangement was made to secure a sufficient supply of
water for the troops. The question of the best clothing had
been duly studied, and the tents were all double, which was
a most essential thing in that climate. As to land transport,
they had now done what had never been done before-viz.,
they had sent out an adequate regimental transport with
each regiment.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

AT a meeting of the Fellows, held at the Royal College
of Physicians, on Thursday, the 27th inst., the annual

reports of the Library Committee and Curators of the
Museum were read, and the thanks of the College were
given to Dr. Barclay, Dr. Arlidge, and the executrix of the
late Dr. Jenks, of Bath, for valuable donations of books.
Dr. Sieveking then moved the resolution- of which he had
already given notice-to wit, " Tha,t the -system of exten-
sively advertising medical works in non-medical journals,
and the custom of giving laudatory certificates of medicinal
and other preparations, whether for publication or not, is
misleading to the public, derogatory to the dignity of the
profession, and contrary to the traditions and resolutions of
the Royal College of Physicians." An animated discussion
ensued, and several amendments were suggested and
withdrawn. Ultimately the original resolution, with the
omission of the words "in non-medica! journals,’’ and the
insertion of " and medical and surgical appliances" after
the words " other preparations," was carried by a large
majority. _

The election of officers was as follows :^-Censors : Drs.
Munk, Andrew Clark, Lionel-Beale, and Pavy. Treasurer:
Dr. Farre. Registrar: Dr. Pitman. Harveian Librarian:
Dr. Munk. Curators of the Museum : Drs. Wegg, Lionel
Beale, Reginald Southey, and John Curnow.

Obituary.
THOMAS BARBOUR MOFFAT, M.D. ST. AND.

DR. MoFFAT, whose death took place on the 16th inst. from
cancer of the pylorus, was a well-known and highly respected
practitioner at Hawarden in Flintshire for the last forty.
five years. He came of a respectable old family, the Moffats
of Sundaywell and Stroquhan, in Dumfriesshire, where he
was born in 1813. He studied at Edinburgh, where he took
his surgeon’s diploma in 1836. Shortly afterwards he came
to Hawarden as assistant to Mr. Probart, surgeon there, to
whose practice he soon succeeded. In 1842 he took his M.D.
degree at St. Andrews. He was a Fellow of the Geological
Society and of the Sanitary Institution ; Member of the
Epidemiological and of several other scientific societies, and
author of many papers on geology, meteorology, and sanita.
tion, &c. Although of considerable professional and scientific
ability, he was content to find his calling in a hard country
practice rather than cultivate a more wealthy client&egrave;le in

one of our larger towns. Though a man of strong indi.
viduality of character, yet his cheerful disposition and ready
sympathy won him the respect and friendship- of nearly all
who came in contact with him, and his de’l.th is greatly reo

gretted. As he did a large amount of work for little pecuniary
remuneration, he did not leave much of this world’s goods
behind him. He is survived by his widow, six- sons, and
three daughters.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND. -

The following gentlemen, having passed the required
examination for the Diploma, were admitted Members of
the College at a meeting of the Court of Examiners on
the 20th inst. :-

Birch, Henry Priestley, Harley-street.
Carlyon, Edward Trewbody, Truro.
Fenner, Robert Nathaniel, Greenwich.
Knight, Frede,ick, Swansea.
Russell, Robert Hamilton, Fa-rningham.
Sheppard, William John, Putnev.
Thring, Edward Thomas, Birkenhead.
Tresidder, Edward Stanley, Dulwich.
Williams, Edward Richard, Corwen.
Wilson, Mervyn Seppings, KIlhurn.

The following gentlemen were admitted Members of the
College on the 21st inst. :- .

Back, Herbert Hatfield, Hetherset, Norfolk.
Barber, Alfred, Basingstoke.
Berry, James, Upper Bedford-place.


